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18 Phoenecia 

Throwing 'Intelligent Dance Music' on the funeral pyre, Miami duo Phoenecia rise from its ashes by injecting 

22 Simon H Fell 

The English composer, jazz bassist and proprietor of the Bruce’s Fingers label throws improvisors and 
orchestral players into his free flowing collage works, testing the limits of their skill. By Julian Cowley 

26 Merzbow 

Masami Akita's astonishing slew of noise has peaked with the 50 CD Merzbox. Edwin Pouncey charts 20 years 
of non-conformity encompassing Surrealism, Grindcore and bondage art; David Keenan picks Merz essentials 

34 The Primer: Art Ensemble Of Chicago 

An andent-to-future guide to the Great Black Music, as shaped by the collective of Lester Bowie, Joseph 
Jarman, Roscoe Mitchell, Don Moye and more. By Art Lange 

40 Invisible Jukebox: Steven Severin 

On severance from Siouxsie And The Banshees, the non-musician attempts to dazzle with his responses to 
tracks by The Velvet Underground, Roxy Music, Torn Takemitsu, Swans and more. Tested by Biba Kopf 
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Whit Dickey, Marcel Duchamp, Burnt Friedman, Noah Howard, Ronald Shannon Jackson, Kid 606, Bill Laswell, 
Microstoria, Mimeo, Butch Morris, Joe Morris & Mat Maneri, Movietone, Tisziji Munoz, Hermann Nitsch, Pauline 
Oliveros & Andrew Deutsch, Charlemagne Palestine, Panacea, William Parker, Plaid, Sam Rivers, Shams, Shell, David 
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final resting place on a Website ' On Location Going live: Leo's Unsung Music Festival, a 24 hour Mimeo 
marathon in France; electronica everywhere at Sonar 2000; Drifting with Labradford in Manchester; Ornette’s global 
harmolodics at Bell Atlantic Jazz Festival; George Antheil’s Ballet Mechanique in San Francisco 
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Write to: Letters, The Wire, 45-46 Poland Street, London W1F 7NA, UK. 
Fax +44 (0)20 7287 4767, e-mail letters@thewire.co.uk. Please include a full 
name and address. Every letter published wins a FREE CD 







THROUGHOUT AUGUST ALL SOUL JAZZ RECORDS & CD’S 
WILL COST JUST £9.99 [double CD’s £ii.99i 


COLLECT THE LOT! AVAILABLE AT SELECTED RECORD STORES 

DISTRIBUTED BY VITAL 














































letters 


Nicolai and ECM 323 have arrived at it — probably 
independently. To get worked up about it is similar to 
complaining that too many Dutch artists spent their time 
painting interiors, or that all fugues sound the same. 

Bernard Vere London 


Re: Rachel Baker's and Sandra 
my work and that of ECM 323 (The Wire 195 & 
Some facts: My installation Atem, Frozen Water, F 
; a triptych based on the polarity of« 


This 


in the Audible Light show at Oxford M 
2000. The installation object Frozen 14 
proposed in March 1999 and realised 
2000 for the Sound Art - Sound As Media exhibition 
at ICC Tokyo (curator Minoru Hatanaka). Physical 



Re: Yo La Tengo's Invisible Jukebox (The Wire 196). 

he's got no inkling he's showing up his heroes: "Is this 
Coltrane? No? Pharoah Sanders? No? Oh, is this Davie 
S Ware?" Ah well, all those bleating saxophones do 
sound pretty much the same. Except they DON’T to 


anyone who understands the oppression and injustice 
dealt out to revolutionary black music, to anyone who 
actually LISTENS! This must be the explanation: "I don't 


es. What does he use, unadulterated ego? H 


Something is putrid in the state of post-rock crit 


Wrong weigh-up 


principles of interference patterns in fluids. 

The impulse for the installations was given in 1996, 
during a performance of the turntable piece Infinity 
Loops at Documenta X with guests like Mika Vainio, Carl 
Miki Von Hausswolff, Frank Bretschneider and Olaf 
Bender. A rain shower left a flat pool of water on the 

visualise the low frequencies of Byetone’s set. This was, 
for all the audience, a very strong and impressive 

en Water anti Fluid. Interference 


Since I like - and own - quite a few titles by the 
former members of The Velvet Underground, it was v\ 
much interest that I read Biba Kopf s post-Velvets 
Primer in The Wire 196. While Kopf is ent 

to say that I 

) be curiously inaccurate. 


guitar path that normally anchors him": while it's true 
that his guitar was virtually absent from a large part of 
his recorded output (one can only speculate about the 
effect that certain chemical substances were having on 
his muscle co-ordination and his fingernail condition), 
with the (partial) exception of Berlin and Metal Machine 
Music, guitars played a big part in his records, starting 


aforementioned Sally Can't Dance being Reed's fir 


Re: The Harry Smith material in The Wire 196. All very 
informative, but much like Dauvit Alexander’s letter 

space for a bit of criticism of all this magic(k) nonsense? 
All the more so as you do not, as a rule, give review 
space to the CD-driven reissues of all this early 
American phonographic material. The 'primitive' is 
something which appears mostly unexamined, though 
of course one of its functions is to designate a 
marketing category. It is interesting to contrast this with 
the brief round-up of new Teenage Shutdown comps 
(The Boomerang, 194), which could, 
in a similar way, and yet isn't Quite honestly, it 
one yearn for Ben Watson's Adorno inspired writings. 

P Woodin Bristol 


that, indeed, the album contains "Only Time Will Tell", a 
lovely ballad sung by what one could call 'a gentle 
female voice'. 

Giuseppe Colli Catania, Italy 


Critical mess 


music critique is supposed to be, I think, and in any cas« 
unworthy of The Wire with its otherwise knowledgeable 
contributions by able writers. Just don’t let the mag slip 
into a platform for metaphysical twaddle. 

For once, I did agree with Penman, when he wrote of 
Thomas Brinkmann that “This mannish boy can do no 
wrong" (In Brief, The Wire 193). Exactly. So when is 
Penman gonna do a feature on him? 

Dennis Schulting London 


Godspeed freaks 


I felt compelled to write following firstly, David Keenan’s 
excellent interview/piece on Godspeed You Black 
Emperor! (The Wire 195) and the letters about it (197). 


"bellyflopped* and RCA's "failure to sell" it "in quantities 
equal to his monstrous ego" doesn't strike me as true. 
[But the album did do badly in the UK, and however well 
it sold in the USA its still crap - BK\ 

I have to admit that, being an Italian, when it comes to 
lyrics written in English I’m on shaky ground, but Kopfs 
description of the mood of John Cale’s Sabotage sounds 


Firstly, this 'issue' they have about concerts that are 
too 'rock show'. Surely they are in a position to control 
the kind of venues they want to play in, and most 
certainly should be in control of exactly how they want 
to play them. There are alternatives: if a band does not 
want to play in a 'rock' venue, they don't have to. Why 
not take risks and schedule gigs in spaces they would 
be happier playing in? They appear to have so much 
control over their music and image, why not extend that 
to their concert bookings? 

Secondly, this idea of the 'alienated/alienating' 
audience. I can certainly see the band's point about big, 
draughty venues not being an ideal environment in 
which to interact, but having witnessed them play 

e in Dublin, they did absolutely nothing to 
th their very appreciative audience. I would 
)ne reader's remark that the debut album 
of beauty, but I wouldn't subscribe 
to the band’s all too bleak worldview. Cheer up guys, it 
is only music after all. 

Dez Foley Dublin, Ireland 


GYBE! while at the same time this bunch of Canadians 
were touring themselves inside out around Europe in 
those two vans, behaving with such nice manners to 


myself actually don't see the point of comparing Pole's 


■, as Penman does in his review of 
Stefan Betke's latest Pole album (Soundcheck, 195). I 
suspect that Penman is only gasconading [whatever that 
is - Ed], which is all the more demonstrated by his 
throwing in a few references to the visual arts. I: 
that he cuts that crap about some alleged Othei 
Lack, which Is, I'm afraid, nothing other than a 
of Penman's own anal predilections. 

I was quite irritated by his review of Gas's recent Pop 
album (196). There he simply goes too far, by 
arbitrarily paraphrasing Heidegger. It's just not what 


Ante Cikara Amsterdam The Netherlands 


Issue 197: In the Classical In Brief, a subbing error in 
the review of Eric Leonardson's Radio Reverie In The 
Waiting Place credited Hans Reichel playing the 


The Boomerang, Matthew Shipp & Rob Brown’s Sonic 
Explorations dates from 1989, not 1998. The price of 
RoseLee Goldberg's Laurie Anderson book (Thames & 
Hudson), reviewed in Print Run, is £24.95, not £32. □ 
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SPAMHAPOH 

'Lost Souls (Aneme Perze)' 

From the streets of Naples, Spaccanapoli are the 
but nurtured today by the tough life in an industrial 
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Detroit 


A survey of sounds from around the planet. This month 









‘All are 

unconditionally 
guaranteed to get 
a big kick out of 
reading this superb 
account of one 
of rock’n’roll’s 
most interestin g 






















Florida duo Phoenecia and their Schematic label have established an electronica colony in 
Miami, subverting the local Bass sound. Words: Peter Shapiro. Photos: Johnny Volcano 









































■A BA A Composer and bass player Simon H Fell 
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With the extraordinary 50 disc Merzfooxset, 
Masami Akita aka Merzbow has completed 
the analogue phase of a career that has 
saturated and sandblasted the CD market. 
Edwin Pouncey opens the noisegate and finds 
a music driven by Surrealism, bondage art, 
Heavy Metal and the drive to escape 
conformity; and hears why Akita is going 
digital. Photos: Bunko Owatari 
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it because they're trying to get anger out They think, 'How loud can I go? I'm expelling 

perspective is like Zen, a meditative moment When Masami is deep into making the 
music you can't touch him, he’s just letting it all come out" 

When the listener has attuned his or her hearing perspective, what comes out of the 
Merzbow 'scream inside the machine' sound is a thing of beauty that borders on bliss. 
*1 felt as though I could have just laid on the floor and drifted off to sleep while it 
washed over me," a friend enthused after attending a live Merzbow concert. And it is 













































David Keenan picks ten of the best Merz 
moments from Akita's vast back catalogue 
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invisible jukebox 
































the . 
primer 


A bi-monthly series in which 
we offer a user's guide to the 
recordings of some of our 
favourite musicians. This 
month, Art Lange revisits The 
Art Ensemble Of Chicago 
featuring Roscoe Mitchell, Lester 
Bowie, Joseph Jarman, Don Moye 
and more. Illustration: Savage Pencil 



and bassist Christopher Clark, both of whom died in the 
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In denial: August’s selected albums and 12”s 

























James Carter 


James Carter 
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Martin Siewert 
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Charlemagne Palestine 

Charlemagne Palestine 
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no sweat! 

When you’re looking for some great, hard-to-find soul, jazz, brazilian, or 
afro-beat grooves, we’ve got you covered. 

And we ship orders instantly to all parts of the globe--so whether you live in 
Tokyo, London, or Los Angeles, we’ll do all the hard work to get you the goods. 

The only sweat you’ll ever break is from clicking your mouse. 

Relax. Stay cool. And leave the dirty work to us. m 

-dusty groo ve.com.. f 
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When we 
focus on 
nothing as 
opposed to 
the set or 
subset of 
infinite 
events with 
whatever 
intellect we 
have in that 
moment the 
conscious 
state 
becomes 
aware of 

the 

alternative 
to the 

infinity of 

states 

which in its 
apprehensi 
on is 

enlightenm 
ent. 



CD - 70 Minute Drone 





























New music books: devoured, dissected, dissed 
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HE HORROR. 

THE HORROR 


F.W. MURNAU’S 
SILENT SHOCKER * 




SCREENED WITH NEW 
SCORE PERFORMED LIVE BY 


ERMAN MASTERS 
KRAUTROCK 


ROYAL FESTIVAL HALL 
FRIDAY 3 NOVEMBER 7.30PM 
£15 & £12.50 



TICKETS 020 7960 4242 
BOOK ONLINE 

www.sbc.org.uk 
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August’s selected festivals, live events, clubs and broadcasts 


out 
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Klaus Dickbauer Homs Astray I Chucho Valdes Piano Solo I Hugh Ragin feat. Amiri Baraka and David Murray | 
Arto Lindsay Project | Sex Mob solid Sender | Patrice Caratini Ensemble | 4 walls Luc Ex | veryan Weston | 
Michael Vatcher | Phil Minton | Bobby Previte Bump The Renaissance Band | Diamanda Galas La Serpenta Canta | 
Richard Galliano New York Tango | Greg Osby Project feat. Oliver Lake and Bob Stewart | Anthony Coleman feat. 
Shelley Hirsch | Martin Koller's Third Movement - Special Edition | Uri Caine Bach-Goldberg Variations | Scofield & 
Swallow & Stewart | James Carter New Electric Quintet | Wolfgang Mitterer& Wolfgang Puschnig | 
Shelley Hirsch &DJ Olive | Andy Sheppard Project | Erik M. Snuff Mixx | David Murray & Amiri 
Baraka | Ikue Mori Ghost stories for the mutant drums | Louis Sclavis & Catherine Jauniaux | Christian 
Fennesz & Philip Jeck | Gianluigi Trovesi & Gianni Coscia 


The Week of Small Miracles 

September 1 -9 2000 





















































































liveanauncut.com 


WHEN YOU REALLY 
NEED TO LISTEN TO 


REUBEN WILSON 
BERNARD PURDIE 
GRANT GREEN JNR 


ERIK TRUFFAZ 4TET LONNIE SMITH & 

1 AUGUST RONNJECUBER 

MIGHTY MO RODGERS QUARTET 

5AUGUST 21,22,23,24.25,26 AUGl 

K2ST MiW 

THElWKK ROSSI SET CULHAM WINTTT 

THU 10 AUGUST 

WAYNE KRANTZ 
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Details of all available back issues, and a searchable index of contents ofissues 
after 100, are available on The Wire Website: www. thewire.co. uk 
Articles from sold out issues are added every month 
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Free CDs! Free magazines! 

Our August offer: take out your first subscription to The Wire and get a full set of Wire Tapper 
CDs or three extra issues plus The Wire Tapper 4 & 5 — FREE! 

The Wire Tapper V ols 1-5 






























epiphanies 

Ed Baxter observes the waxing and waning of Scottish 
psychedelic folkies The Incredible String Band 


full of hotwired stars that splutter and die. They get £ 

what happens. They don't make it much past the Three i 
Day Week. □ Incredible String Band reunite to perform \ 
at Cropredy Festival and London Bloomsbury Theatre l 











If you don’t 
subscribe you 
won’t get it.. 

With next month's issue of The Wire, ALL Wire subscribers, 
both UK and overseas, will receive the latest in our 
ongoing series of exclusive CD compilations - FREE 
Elektrotehnika Slovenika is the first CD to survey the 


LL WIRE SUBSCRIBERS RECEIVED THESE CDS - FREE 


Wherever you live, when you subscribe to The Wire you get more 
than you bargained for. In addition to a year’s supply of the most 
provocative, eclectic and informed music monthly around, all 
Wire subscribers, both UK and overseas, get a series of exclusive 
free CDs that focus on the kind of uncompromising new music 
that is featured in the magazine each month. If you subscribed 
over the last 12 months, all the CDs pictured above would now 


be yours - for free. If you subscribe now, you will receive the 
next round in our ongoing series of free music giveaways, 
including volumes 6 and 7 of The Wire Tapper, plus a sequence 
of additional CDs that will be specially compiled for The Wire 
and available exclusively to all subscribers - beginning with 
Elektrotehnika Slovenika. Subscribing to The Wire is easy - just 
turn to page 89 for full details 
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Listen. 








